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our welfare, a due respect in behaviour, a chearful readiness
on all occasions to assist our servants, and lastly a faithful
care of our baggage may be deemed as such. We have cer-
tainly the utmost reason to acknowledge that this virtue is
possessed by the Arabs in the highest degree, and tho' it
should be objected that what is here mentioned, their interest
and fears might engage them to perform, and not any real
attention to the rectitude and seemingly such a conduct, the
supposition may be allowed without any deviation from the
above character; for who is ignorant that in every other part
of the world as the desarts of Arabia, fear is a natural curb
to insolence and interest the common motive of respect?
But yet there is [such?] a thing as hospitality, and infinitely
more in my opinion amongst the Arabs than much politer
people. And moreover it appears to me that whatever civility
and security is to be purchased by strangers at the current
price and an easy rate, such people should be esteemed
hospitable and worthy the greatest commendation and par-
ticularly as the country [contrary?] is so often experienced
and even without leaving Europe.
The Arabs are of Mahometans the most superstitious,
exceeding greatly in formality and especially the punctual
compliance with the set time of prayer, and almost Incessant
calling upon God and their Prophet; which being according
to general observations a common practice with the worst
of men, there is little reason doubtless to imagine such
behaviour of the Arabs any indication of their probity; but
considering that neither is excess in devotion an infallible
token for deceit, and also the small share of knowledge
acquirable by these people, I think their behaviour herein
may be imputed to simplicity than, as by some, entirely
hypocrisy.
These Arabs of the desart are particularly strict In ab-
staining from all intoxicating liquors; which whether a virtue
or a weakness I leave to the judgment of others, but am
certain every Christian traveller this way will note the for-
bearance, as thereby their stores of that sort are always
secure. To this laudable scruple of the Arabs may also in